Heaven’s Gait Ranch, Inc.
Therapeutic Riding Center

Summer 2021 Newsletter

Dear Family & Friends,
We’re half way through 2021, and we appreciate
your continued prayers and support! Our mission and
programs are still holding strong because of your steady
encouragement and engagement. While demand for our
services is higher than ever, know that you can make a
meaningful difference to our small nonprofit this year. We
stretched our resources in ways we never imagined
through the pandemic, and we need your help to sustain
our programming. Please help us spread the word and save
the date for our 2021 Hayburner Fundraiser which will be
Saturday, September 18th from 5-9 pm at Plier’s Full Circle
Restaurant in Port Washington, WI.
Although Newport Shores Restaurant sadly closed
last year, the head chef from Newport now owns and
operates Plier’s Full Circle Pub & Restaurant with the help
of many familiar faces and staff. We want to give a special
thanks to John Weinrich who introduced us to the Plier Family, and we want to thank the Pliers in advance for their
willingness to resurrect The Hayburner Fundraiser & Silent Auction on our behalf! It’s the same great cause. The
same good people. Just a different location.
Program & Staff Update:
Wisconsin certainly seemed to open overnight this spring,
when masks and face coverings became optional. HGR
immediately followed suit, as we had a total of 53 participants
enroll for our summer session, which is up from the 32 and 37
who enrolled this winter and spring. While almost everyone
signed up for on site lessons, remote services still remain an
option for those who need it on occasion. Our staff continues to
adjust in stride, and we’re blessed to have a better flow with
Maggie Robertson in the office and our trainer, Lynn Pfundtner,
officially on staff as our daily Equine Manager.
Joining us in January, Lynn Pfundtner was already very
familiar with HGR’s herd, as she trained every single horse from
day one of their trial period since 2016. Because our volunteer
pool plummeted with the pandemic, our staff was stretched
incredibly thin last year, especially back in the barn, and we knew
we needed to make a change if we were going to blast ahead in
2021: Maggie Robertson stepped up and into the role of Program
& Volunteer Coordinator while Lynn Pfundtner assumed the role
of Equine Manager.
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Since this shift, the horses have enjoyed undivided attention and individualized care, before and after their
lessons. With an aging herd, the horses’ needs continue to evolve, but with a former vet tech and experienced
trainer on site every day, the herd at HGR is in excellent hands.

Three staff members, Beth Kettner, Ben Singleton, and I, completed
professional development training in trauma informed care this spring,
through Ozaukee County’s Comprehensive Community Services. This gave
HGR a new pipeline of referrals in this area of rehabilitation. Between the
Children’s Long Term Support Waiver (CLTS), Community Care Options
Program (CCOP), and Comprehensive Community Services (CCS), children
who qualify for long term care compose over 40% of our total enrollment.
Veteran services are still down 10% from our enrollment “pre-COVID.”
However, we understand that our Vietnam Era veterans are aging, and the
Milwaukee Vet Center that served as our primary referral source had closed
all in-person sessions throughout the pandemic. They just recently reopened
in June, and we’ve been in contact with the readjustment counselor on staff
who will join us again this summer. As other agencies are slowly transitioning
back to work, we anticipate more veterans will return or enroll this fall.
Remote services continue to be a wonderful option for our veterans who are
homebound, including those who are recovering from physical ailments or
unexpected surgeries.
As interest in our equine-assisted learning and therapeutic riding programs continues to rise, HGR remains
committed to providing quality instruction under the standards of PATH International. As a Certified PATH Mentor
on staff, Monica Schaefer has become the go-to person for PATH Instructors-in-Training. Under Monica’s guidance,
Maggie Robertson successfully completed her instructional hours at HGR this spring, while volunteer Stacey will
begin her instructional hours at HGR this summer.

Stacey comes to HGR after spending many years
at another PATH Intl. Center until it closed in 2018. She
started in the industry as a volunteer, serving as a horse
handler and stable hand. In February 2021, she earned
her PATH certification as an Equine Specialist in Mental
Health and Learning, and she’s currently pursuing her
certification as a PATH Intl. Therapeutic Riding
Instructor. Stacey would love to continue working in the
mental health field in the future, and we’re grateful she’s
chosen to shadow Monica at HGR on her trek to
certification.
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Horses
As many of you know, in January we sadly lost Dolly, our 25 year old Clydesdale, who was donated to HGR
by Jim & Pat McLaughlin in the summer of 2020. Unfortunately, this winter was particularly difficult for her, and we
just wish we had more time. Dolly was selected to replace Jack’s role in our programming, who passed away in
spring of 2020, after four years of carrying both veterans and children with disabilities. Needless to say, it’s been
challenging to find such a versatile horse for our programs because we serve both adults and children.
While our herd ages and participation increases, we’ve been searching for additional horses within our
budget to serve our center needs. This spring, an anonymous couple generously donated funds so that HGR could
purchase Frost (pictured left), a 13 year old Paint/Tennessee Walker mare, from HGR volunteer Jenny Rescorla. She
is currently sponsored by The Mikolajczak Family. Looking forward to having her grow with the program, Frost has
come a long way in a relatively short amount of time, settling into her job as a therapy horse for all areas of
programming. Still short at least one more mount to diversify the herd’s workload, a generous family from Kohler,
WI, kindly answered our prayers -- with not one -- but two healthy horses!
Kola and Captain arrived at HGR in May from a family who was looking to find them their forever home.
Kola (pictured in the middle) is a 17 year old, five gaited saddlebred mare whose sweet disposition will catch your
eye as much as her athleticism. Captain (pictured right), is her 8 year old saddlebred son, who was bred to show
and drive, and he is a handsome liver chestnut who is eager to learn a new job. With incredible bloodlines, training,
and love from their previous home, we are hopeful that they will serve select program needs at HGR. Specifically,
they can comfortably carry adults who are physically capable of trotting and cantering. Although some of their
pasture mates have slowed down over the years, the more seasoned horses (Ellie, Mac, & Rufus) are essentially
mentoring the newbies, showing them the routine in and out of the barns.
The saddlebreds will complete their trial period at HGR in August, and if they stay, both will be available for
sponsorship at this year’s Hayburner Fundraiser in September.
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How You Can Help:
1. Attend Our Next Fundraiser & Bring a Friend
You’re Invited to The Hayburner Fundraiser on Saturday, September 18, 2021 from 5-9 pm at Plier’s Full Circle
Pub & Restaurant in Port Washington, WI! Join us for live music, heavy hors d’oeuvres, and a silent auction;
proceeds benefit our programs for individuals with special needs and
veterans with disabilities. Tickets can be purchased at the door or in
advance by sending a check to 940 S. Main St., Cedar Grove, WI 53013.
Adults: $50 and Children 12 & Under: $20.
2. Support our Silent Auction
Consider helping HGR in any of the following ways: Donate an item to be
included in September’s silent auction. Invite your employer or friends to
get involved. Buy a Round Bale for $70. Sponsor HGR’s next program horse
for calendar year 2022. Contact 920-400-0628 to learn what’s on the table.
3. Give Today: Donate directly to Heaven’s Gait Ranch, Inc.
No gift is too small to make a difference. You can Text-to-Give at any time;
text “horses” to 920-315-7551. A little bit goes a long way in WI, and you
make our current work possible. Current gifts also include cash or check;
appreciated assets, such as securities or real estate; tangible personal property; grants from your donor advised
fund, or gifts from your IRA. With these gifts, you put your estate to good use right now.
4. Give Tomorrow: Remember Heaven’s Gait Ranch, Inc. in your will or estate plan.
Do yourself and your loved ones a favor; take the time to
reflect on your purpose, your personal legacy. Consider ways
you can share your story with the people you hold most dear.
If our mission is important to you, not only today but also in
the future, a gift in your estate plan can make a world of
difference for HGR. Future gifts include gifts in your will or
living trust; beneficiaries of your retirement plan, bank or
brokerage account, or life insurance policy. Maintain control
of your assets with the flexibility to extend your support for
HGR beyond your lifetime. We will remember you!
We hope you had a very Happy Fourth of July, and we
look forward to seeing you at The Hayburner in September!
Sincerely,

Margaret Mary McClaren
Margaret Mary McClaren
Founder, Executive Director
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